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To the Students
Welcome to your first year of World Studies, a two-year course to help Georgia’s stu-

dents learn more about the world in which they live. For this book, the focus is on three 
important regions in the world: Europe, countries with British ties, and Latin America. You 
will learn about the geography and history of several focus countries. You will also learn 
about government and economics in the focus countries today.

You might wonder why it is important to study other countries in the world. As a 
person who lives in the state of Georgia in the United States, you do not live very close 
to any of these other countries. However, Georgians today are connected closely to the 
whole world. You have goods such as clothing or electronics that have been manufactured 
in other countries and sold in your state. You may have family members who work for 
businesses that depend on trade with other countries. You live in a country that works 
with governments around the world, and the United States military defends our country 
from sites around the globe.

From just about anywhere in Georgia you only have to look in the sky to see more evi-
dence of your state’s connections to the world—jets carrying goods and people to faraway 
destinations. Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport is key to these connections. 
The airport is the world’s busiest with more than 900,000 flights carrying over 100,000,000 
passengers and nearly 650,000 tons of cargo each year. Millions of these passengers and 
tons of cargo are traveling to other countries in the world.

As a citizen of Georgia in the twenty-first century, you will have many opportunities 
to connect to the larger world. What you learn in this book will help you as you continue 
your life’s journey.

Enjoy this adventure!

Sincerely,

The Clairmont Press Team

Atlanta’s airport serves over 100 million 
passengers a year. It is the world’s busiest 
airport and is important for the health of 
Georgia’s economy.

vi



Introduction

Contents
UNIT 1	 INTRODUCTION TO OUR WORLD	 2
Chapter 1	 The Social Sciences and Decision Making	 4
	 Section 1	 What Is History?	 6
	 Section 2	 What Is Geography?	 8
	 Section 3	 What Is Political Science?	 14
	 Section 4	 What Is Economics?	 16
	 Section 5	 What Is Decision Making?	 18
Chapter 2	 Government and Civics	 22
	 Section 1	 What Is Government?	 24
	 Section 2	 Distribution of Power in Government	 27
	 Section 3	 Citizen Participation in Government	 29
	 Section 4	 Two Types of Democracies	 34
Chapter 3	 Economic Understandings	 38
	 Section 1	 Economic Fundamentals	 40
	 Section 2	 Decision Making in Economics	 43
	 Section 3	 Economic Systems	 47

UNIT 2	 EUROPE		  60
Chapter 4	 The Geography and History of Europe	 62
	 Section 1	 The Land and People of Europe	 66
	 Section 2	 Europe’s Expanding Influence	 71
	 Section 3	 Modern Europe	 75
Chapter 5	 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland	 88
	 Section 1	 The Geography of the United Kingdom	 94
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of the United Kingdom	 100
	 Section 3	 The Government of the United Kingdom	 105
	 Section 4	 The Economy of the United Kingdom	 110
	 Section 5	 US-United Kingdom Relations	 114
Chapter 6	 Federal Republic of Germany 	 118
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Germany	 124
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Germany	 130
	 Section 3	 The Government of Germany	 137
	 Section 4	 The Economy of Germany	 139
	 Section 5	 US-German Relations	 142
Chapter 7 	 Russian Federation 	 146
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Russia	 152
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Russia	 160
	 Section 3	 The Government of Russia	 167
	 Section 4	 The Economy of Russia	 169
	 Section 5	 US-Russia Relations	 174
European Comparisons	 178

vii



World Studies for Georgia Students — Sixth Grade

UNIT 3 	 BRITISH TIES	 184
Chapter 8 	 The Commonwealth of Nations	 186
	 Section 1	 A Brief History of British Colonization	 190
	 Section 2	 British Culture Abroad	 194
	 Section 3	 The British Commonwealth	 195
Chapter 9 	 United States of America	 198
	 Section 1	 The Land and People of the United States	 204
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of the United States	 212
	 Section 3	 The Government of the United States	 219
	 Section 4	 The Economy of the United States	 222
Chapter 10 	Canada		  228
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Canada	 234
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Canada	 244
	 Section 3	 Language and Religion in Canada	 249
	 Section 4	 The Government of Canada	 251
	 Section 5	 The Economy of Canada	 254
	 Section 6	 US-Canada Relations	 260
Chapter 11 	Commonwealth of Australia	 264
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Australia 	 270
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Australia	 278
	 Section 3	 The Government of Australia	 288
	 Section 4	 The Economy of Australia	 291
	 Section 5	 US-Australia Relations	 301
Countries with British Ties Comparisons	 306
	

UNIT 4   LATIN AMERICA	 312
Chapter 12 	The Geography and History of Latin America	 314
	 Section 1 	 The Land and People of Latin America	 318
	 Section 2 	 From Colonies to Independence	 324
	 Section 3 	 Modern Latin America	 329
Chapter 13 	Mexico 		  336
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Mexico 	 342
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Mexico	 348
	 Section 3	 The Government of Mexico	 356
	 Section 4	 The Economy of Mexico	 358
	 Section 5	 US-Mexico Relations	 361

Delta Air Lines, with headquarters in Atlanta, 
carries more than 70 percent of the passengers 
who fly in and out of Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport each year.

viii



Introduction

Chapter 14 	Republic of Cuba	 366
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Cuba 	 372
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Cuba	 377
	 Section 3	 The Government of Cuba	 382
	 Section 4	 The Economy of Cuba	 384
	 Section 5	 US-Cuba Relations	 388
Chapter 15 	Federative Republic of Brazil	 392
	 Section 1	 The Geography of Brazil 	 398
	 Section 2	 A Brief History of Brazil	 405
	 Section 3	 The Government of Brazil	 410
	 Section 4	 The Economy of Brazil	 412
	 Section 5	 US-Brazil Relations	 416
Latin America Comparisons	 420

UNIT 5  	 MANAGING YOUR MONEY	 426
Chapter 16 	Personal Finance	 428
	 Section 1	 Spending Your Money	 430
	 Section 2	 Saving and Investing Your Money	 432
	 Section 3	 Credit	 435
Appendix
	 World Time Zones	 440
	 World Political Map	 442
	 World Physical Map  	 444
	 World Population Density	 446
	 United Kingdom Major Cities and Highways	 448
	 Germany Major Cities and Highways	 449
	 Russia Major Cities and Highways	 450
	 United States Major Cities and Highways	 452
	 Canada Major Cities and Highways	 454
	 Australia Major Cities and Highways	 456
	 Mexico Major Cities and Highways	 457
	 Cuba Provinces and Main Cities	 458
	 Brazil Major Cities and Highways	 459
Glossary		  460
Index		  470
Acknowledgments	 487

ix



World Studies for Georgia Students — Sixth Grade

Figures
Figure 4.1	 Timeline of Europe History............................................................................64
Figure 4.2	 World War II Deaths (Select Countries).....................................................81
Figure 5.1	 Timeline of United Kingdom History..........................................................92
Figure 5.2	 Acid Rain.............................................................................................................99
Figure 5.3	 Economic Systems in Europe....................................................................... 110
Figure 5.4	 Annual Passengers at London’s Airports.................................................. 111
Figure 5.5	 UK Spider Graph...............................................................................................112
Figure 6.1	 Timeline of German History.........................................................................122
Figure 6.2	 Economic Systems in Europe...................................................................... 139
Figure 6.3	 Germany Spider Graph.................................................................................. 141
Figure 7.1	 Timeline of Russian Federation History................................................... 150
Figure 7.2	 Economic Systems in Europe...................................................................... 169
Figure 7.3	 Russia Spider Graph.......................................................................................172
Figure 8.1	 Timeline of British History........................................................................... 188
Figure 9.1	 Timeline of United States History............................................................. 202
Figure 9.2	� Ten Largest Cities in the United States, 2015 

(Incorporated or within City Limits)........................................................ 207
Figure 9.3	 Economic Systems with British Ties.........................................................222
Figure 9.4	 US Spider Graph.............................................................................................224
Figure 9.5	 Percent of Exports from the United States by Country......................224
Figure 9.6	 Percent of Imports to the United States by Country...........................225
Figure 10.1	 Timeline of Canada History.........................................................................232
Figure 10.2	 Air Quality Canada: Sulfur Dioxide............................................................242
Figure 10.3	 Economic Systems with British Ties........................................................ 254
Figure 10.4	 Canada Spider Graph....................................................................................258
Figure 11.1	 Timeline of Australia History...................................................................... 268
Figure 11.2	 Economic Systems with British Ties......................................................... 291
Figure 11.3	 Australia Spider Graph..................................................................................297
Figure 12.1	 Timeline of Latin American  History......................................................... 316
Figure 12.2	 Columbian Exchange.....................................................................................325
Figure 13.1	 Timeline of Mexico History.........................................................................340
Figure 13.2	 Economic Systems in Latin America........................................................358
Figure 13.3	 Mexico Spider Graph.....................................................................................359
Figure 13.4	 Trade between the State of Georgia and Mexico.................................363
Figure 14.1	 Timeline of Cuba History............................................................................. 370
Figure 14.2	 Economic Systems in Latin America....................................................... 384
Figure 14.3	 Cuba Spider Graph........................................................................................ 386
Figure 15.1	 Timeline of Brazil History............................................................................ 396
Figure 15.2	 Climate of Brasília.........................................................................................400
Figure 15.3	 Economic Systems in Latin America........................................................ 412
Figure 15.4	 Brazil Spider Graph........................................................................................ 414
Figure 16.1	 Savings Projection @$25/Week for Fifty Years................................... 433
Figure 16.2	 Cost of Buying a Home................................................................................ 436

x



Introduction

Maps 
Map 4.1	 Europe.................................................................................................................65
Map 5.1	 United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland........................93
Map 6.1	 Germany.............................................................................................................123
Map 7.1	 Russian Federation .........................................................................................151
Map 8.1	 Member States of the Commonwealth of Nations............................... 189
Map 9.1	 United States of America ........................................................................... 203
Map 10.1	 Canada ..............................................................................................................233
Map 11.1	 Australia .......................................................................................................... 269
Map 11.2	 Australia’s Indigenous Languages as a Percentage of Population.280
Map 12.1	 Latin America...................................................................................................317
Map 12.2	 Yucatán Peninsula .........................................................................................324
Map 13.1	 Mexico................................................................................................................ 341
Map 14.1	 Cuba....................................................................................................................371
Map 15.1	 Brazil...................................................................................................................397

Special Features
Solving the Longitude Problem.................................................................................................. 12
Magna Carta.....................................................................................................................................32
The History of Money....................................................................................................................56
Kristallnacht: An Example of Nazi Propaganda ...................................................................78
The European Union......................................................................................................................84
The London Blitz........................................................................................................................... 102 
Her Majesty the Queen............................................................................................................... 108
The Holocaust.................................................................................................................................133
The Wall........................................................................................................................................... 136
The Chernobyl Nuclear Accident............................................................................................. 158
Mikhail Gorbachev and the End of the Soviet Union ........................................................ 164
Great Britain versus United Kingdom..................................................................................... 192
Saving the Bald Eagle................................................................................................................ 209
The Space Race ............................................................................................................................ 216
Nunavut...........................................................................................................................................238
Canada’s Indigenous People.................................................................................................... 246
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP)......................................................................253
The Endangered Great Barrier Reef........................................................................................276
Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples......................................................................... 286 
The Dreaming............................................................................................................................... 303
The Panama Canal....................................................................................................................... 320
The Pope’s Line of Demarcation............................................................................................. 326
Día de los Muertos .......................................................................................................................347
The Rise and Fall of the Aztec Empire.................................................................................. 350
The Zapatista Movement........................................................................................................... 360
Gardens of the Queen (Jardines de la Reina) .....................................................................376
Cuba: A Rolling Car Museum?................................................................................................... 381
The Amazing Importance of Amazonia................................................................................404
The 2016 Summer Olympics.....................................................................................................409
Credit Scores..................................................................................................................................437

xi



World Studies for Georgia Students — Sixth Grade

Ancillary Products
To get the most out of your textbook, you need to know about its 

features and its organization. In addition, you need to know about any 
extra study aids that support your learning. This book has a number 
of great resources to help you learn more as a Georgia student in the 
World Studies courses. 

eBook
The eBook version of World Studies for Georgia Students contains all 

the great content of the print text. There are advantages to the eBook, 
however, including the ability to access your book from many types of 
Internet-connected devices. Whether your school has a full-access BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) program 
or simply allows PODs (Personally Owned Devices), you will be ready with the eBook both in and out of the 
classroom. Whether you need to read in the classroom, on the school bus, or at the ball field, our eBook is 
ready. The eBook contains links to audio recordings, websites, online encyclopedia entries, primary source 
documents, video clips, online puzzles, online practice assessments, and workbook pages.

MyWorldStudies.com
As a student user of this text, your teacher will provide you 

with login information for the myworldstudies.com website. 
This online tool gives you links to some great resources such 
as the following:

• Audiobook
• Guided Reading
• Hyperlinks
• Internet Activities
• Online Textbook
• Presentations
• Puzzles
• QuickNotes
• Self-Checking Quizzes
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Features

MyWorldStudies.com
This website is available during your year using 

this textbook. Your teacher will give you the password 
needed to access these great resources. From this site, 
you will have access to the following online resources: 

Online Textbook
Never worry again about leaving your book at 

school. There is no need to carry it home with you. If 
you have Internet access, you will have access to your 
student textbook. All the pages of your printed text are 
available online in digital format. You will be able to 
view the pages with your web browser or with Adobe 
Reader software.

Audiobook
Sometimes it is a challenge to read a textbook. May-

be you learn better when you can hear the material 
rather than see it on paper. A professionally read audio 
version of the textbook is just a click away if you have 
Internet access.

Internet Activities
Web-based research can give you a greater under-

standing of the world. With these Internet activities, 
you will have the opportunity to dig a little deeper into 
some of the topics you are studying. Some of them may 
be a bit challenging, but they will help you think about 
life in our world in new and different ways.

QuickNotes
To go along with each chapter and each presentation, 

you have access to pages that you can use for taking 
notes. You will find the key concepts from each chapter 
and section on the QuickNotes handout. Plus, there are 
blank lines for you to add your own notes. Use high-
lighters and/or markers and pens to focus your attention 
on the information most important to your learning.

 

PowerPoint Presentations
For each chapter, your teacher has been provided a 

PowerPoint presentation to adapt for classroom use. You 
also have access to these presentations. Each section of 
each chapter has been summarized on a slide. You will 
find that, by studying these slides to preview and review 
your classroom learning, you will remember more of 
the most important concepts being taught. 

Puzzles
Online puzzles will help you to learn vocabulary 

and key facts. You receive a score instantly so you can 
check your learning. Play again, if needed, to improve 
your score.

Hyperlinks
There are many resources on the Web to provide 

additional information on the topics you study. We have 
provided links to some of those to help you expand your 
learning on topics that interest you. 

Guided Reading
Sometimes it is a challenge to find the key facts in 

the chapter of a textbook. Using the Guided Reading 
resource, you can focus your attention on the text and 
identify important terms that will help bring meaning 
from the words in the book.

Self-Checking Quiz
In order to monitor your learning, take the self-check-

ing quiz. You can take it multiple times. Pay attention to 
any items you miss as a way of improving your learning 
and clearing up misunderstandings.

Features of the Clairmont Press Program
World Studies is about understanding life today and about getting the education you need to be an informed 

citizen of our state for the future. Using the resources in this program, you can learn more and achieve at higher 
levels as you consider how the lives of Georgia’s citizens are connected to people in other places in the world. 
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